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New Officers Take The Helt 


February’s WWARA Board of Directors meeting 
marked the beginning of the new leadership with in 
the WWARA. Jon Marcinko WR7JM one of the 
original founders of the WWARA in 1976 is back at 
the helm as Chairman. Mark McClain N6OBY is 
Secretary / Treasurer, Herman Entz K7PAG is Vice 
Chairman and Membership Chairman. 

This meeting brought more changes to the Com- 
mittee Chairs. Each February the different band 
chairmen and the technical committee chairs are ap- 
pointed by the current board. This year the WWARA 
board chose several new hams to occupy traditionally 
held roles. The six and ten meter chairman is Ed 
Bmette N7NVP. Two meters is co-chaired by Al 
Burelson K7HW and Herman Entz K7PAG. Two 
twenty is chaired by Pete Kruml N7KAG. UHF is 
chaired by Ken Rau K7YR and 900/1.2Ghz has no 
chair currently appointed. 

The Technical committee has a new face as well, 
Marty Hadfield WB7AFV. Marty and Steve Mayes 
will be helping the Board with technical matters. Of 
major interest is Marty has access to some very so- 
phisticated radio propagation prediction software. 
Marty volunteered to provide the WWARA board 
with plots that could be used in helping to determine 
the possibilities of cochannel interference between 
and amongst repeaters and their users. 

Many other topics were covered including the re- 
cent NFCC NPRM proposal, the WWARA’s new 


web site and the ongoing 147.20 issues. The meeting 
was one of the longest Board meetings in recent 
years. The meeting began at 7:00 p.m. with the offi- 
cers and visitors being evicted at 9:45 p.m. from the 
Edmonds Park and Recreation building in Edmonds. 


Marty Hadfield WB7AFV 


Sanon 


Dinydcrogen 


Vionoxide Sought 


Port Ludlow's most recent local news 
letter contained an article demanding strict 
control or total elimination of the chemical 
"Dihydrogen monoxide." This article 
quoted the following hazards associated 
with this chemical: 


ORESEARCH G N NONOKDE 


e It can cause excessive sweating and 
vomiting 

e Itis a major component in acid rain 

e It can cause severe burns in its gas- 
eous state 


e Accidental inhalation can kill you 
e It contributes to erosion 


e It decreases effectiveness of automo- 
bile brakes 


e It has been found in tumors of termi- 
nal cancer patients 


What is disturbing is that Dihydrogen 
monoxide is used as a solvent in the manu- 
facturing of electronic components and cir- 
cuit assemblies. If strict controls or the 
eventual elimination of Dihydrogen mon- 
oxide would cause all electronic products 
to go up in price significantly. If the US 
were to sign on to a global treaty banning 
this chemical it could block the low cost 
imports of ham radios from Japan. 

This story was first posted on the 
WWARA web site with additional links to 
the US Environmental Assessment Center 
associated with the National Exposure 


Warning Center 
http://www.cis.udel.edu/~way/DMRD/. 
This one site contains detailed information 
on DHMO, its hazards and where it is 
used. Over 23,000 visitors have viewed 
this information since January 8, 1998. 

Two polls were taken, a young student 
for his science project interviewed 100 
people after informing them about DHMO. 
Of those 100 people 97 wanted a ban on 
DHMO. Two were undecided and 1 felt 
that a ban was unnecessary. 

An informal poll was taken of the visi- 
tors at the WWARA web site to determine 
what if any opinion WWARA visitors had 
regarding DHMO. While not nearly as 
conclusive and certainly not as scientific 
our poll was more mixed. Thirty three per- 
cent of the persons expressing an opinion 
felt that the US should ban DHMO. Sur- 
prisingly 33% felt that no ban should be 


sought and 33% were undecided. 

What do you think? Should there be a 
ban on DHMO? 

Well if it were left to the gullible I 
guess we would be in a real world of hurt. 
As it turns out DHMO is another term for 
water. Yes plain water! H20. 

If you were one who voted to ban H2O 
perhaps your skepticism is out of tune and 
you shouldn’t be as quick to judge. 


Service 
Pirates May 8e ineligible Uniess “Rehabilifated” 


At a January 28 public meeting, the Federal Communications Commission 
took the first step toward creating relatively low cost community “alternative 
voice” radio stations. It proposed to introduce Low Power FM (LPFM) broadcast- 
ing which has not been available since 1978. The proposal launches the FCC it- 
self into what is likely to be tremendous controversy and a predicted “land rush” 


as thousands try to grab radio licenses. 


The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) in Mass Media (MM) Docket 
99-25 proposes to create new 1000 W (LP1000) and 100 W (LP100) FM sta- 
tions, and to reduce or eliminate rules designed to limit interference to FM sta- 
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tions located on second and third 
adjacent frequencies to a given station. 
Hundreds if not thousands of small 
broadcasters could be approved to run 
relatively inexpensive low power FM ra: 
dio stations. 

The NPRM comes after the Com- 
mission received several petitions to 
create LPFM services, as well as some 
13,000 inquiries last year from persons 
wanting to start low power stations. 
Two of the petitioners are Extra Class 
ham operators: Nickolaus Leggett 
N3NL of Reston, Virginia and Rodger 
Skinner W4FM of Pompano Beach, 
Florida. 

Last year also saw intense activity 
by “pirate” unlicenced “micro radio” sta- 
tions. Former pirates who refused to 
shut down their stations may not have 
access to LPFM licenses, FCC staff 
said, unless the pirates could demon- 
Strate that they had “rehabilitated” 
themselves. But “we leave it open -we 
did not slam the door on those people,” 
said Mass Media Bureau chief Roy 
Stewart. 

At antenna height of 60 meters, 
LP1000 stations could serve an 8.8 
mile radius, the FCC said, while LP100 
stations could serve 3.5 miles from 30 
meter height. 

The NPRM covers many LPRM is- 
sues including: 

Status. LP1000 stations would be 
primary on the frequency, while LP100 
stations would be secondary and must 
accept any interference they may re- 
ceive. 

Type of station. Should LPFM sta- 
tions be commercial, noncommercial, 
or both? 

Ownership. The FCC proposed that 
existing broadcasters could not own or 
have any joint sales or marketing 
agreements with a LPFM station. No 
one could own more than one LPFM 
station in the same community. 


Electronic filing. The FCC pro- 


- posed that license applications be filed 


electronically, but expressed concern 
that those with slower Internet connec- 
tions might be at a disadvantage. 

Filing windows. Short “windows” of 
only a few days would limit the number 
of applications, but the FCC asked for 
comment on whether longer windows, 
or a first-come, first-served procedure 
would be preferable. 

Auctions, Mutually exclusive appli- 
cations (more than one applicant for an 


available frequency) would have to be 
resolved by auctions, but the FCC 
asked for comment on other means to 
avoid mutual exclusivity. 

It seems to us that auctions would 
not be used to resolve mutually exclu- 
sive noncommercial applications. In 
such cases, Congress allows the FCC 
to use lotteries to decide who gets a li- 
cense. 

The FCC did not propose to create 
micro radio stations (1-10 W); it is only 
accepting comments on micro radio. 
(This matter caused amusing confusion 
at the FCC LPFM press conference. 
Roy Stewart told reporters that the 
FCC is proposing micro radio, while 
FCC engineer Keith Larson repeatedly 
indicated that the FCC was not propos- 
ing such stations.) 

Groups representing noncommercial 
and micro radio interests cautiously 


praised the proposal, while the National 


Association of Broadcasters fumed that 
LPFM would “devastate” the FM band. 
The NAB is one of Washington’s most 
powerful lobbying groups. 

Industry groups are preparing to 
move U.S. radio broadcasting to digital 
format, through an “in-band on chan- 
nel” (IBOC) approach. NAB warned 
that LPFM could harm transition to 
IBOC. 

Unlike most other countries, which 
allocated new spectrum to digital radio, 
U.S. AM and FM stations will have to 
stay in their current bands (“in-band”) 
and transmit digital signals on their cur- 
rent channels (“on-channel”). We have 
heard that the FCC has performed no 
research to determine whether LPFM 
could retard IBOC. The effect of LPFM 


Wiams Help In Air 
Disaster 

Amateur radio emergency teams 
were activated in Poland’s worst plane 
crash in recent history. Emergency 
communications centers were activated 
throughout Poland to handle the ex- 
pected numerous health and welfare 
messages after a small private plane 
crashed into a Warsaw cemetery. 

Rescue workers have uncovered 
362 bodies so far. Officials say that 
identification of the dead is difficult at 
best due to the quick deterioration of 
the remains. One rescue spokesper- 
son said “Il am not sure just how many 
bodies we will uncover but we will work 


f this is ourrecommended solution. The result of this 
f was the ARRL Board of Directors putting the mat- 


p there is a problem) 


§ support the coordinators contention that had there 


B sues would have either not been a problem or the 
8 process that coordinators have had to use to resolve 
§ these issues would have been a lot easier or more in 
f the best interest of Amateur Radio. To help with 
§ this effort, I have asked the Board to go through the 
§ Associations records and come up with documenta- 
B tion that can be used to support the PRM’s position. 

§ Perhaps you can be of help here. Think back of your 
f own experiences with coordination issues, if there 


As you probably know by now the NFCC’s 
PRM Committee did not have the time to come up 
with a complete package prior to the ARRL Boards 
January Meeting, nor did it have time to fully edu- 
cate the Board as to what the problem is and why 


ter on the back burner. (Frankly they don’t believe 
So what’s going on now? Wellthe PRM Com- 
mittee and the NFCB have begun the process of 


gathering historical information that can be used to 


been an FCC rule requiring Coordination these is- 


had been a rule that “required” that all systems been 


§ coordinated, how would this have altered the process 


you went through to get your system coordinated or 
perhaps how would this proposed rule have changed 


— some of what you have had to deal with. I’d very 


much like to hear your thoughts... You can contact me 


s at home via Phone @ 253-939-1414 or via email . 


One very interesting aspect of this process is the 


§ revelation that very few of the ARRL Board of Direc- 
§ tors really understand how coordination really works 
f and the problems that are faced. The reason for this, 
f in my view, is that Coordination is a “back-ground” 
f operation in Amateur Radio. Its one of those things 
§ that happens and unless there is a big flap, no one 
§ knows anything about it. I’d bet if you sampled 100 
: Hams here in Western Washington you’d find that 
: none of them: 


@ Understand how coordination works. 

@ Have been to a WWARA Meeting 

@ Know when or where we meet. 

@ Could name any officers. 

@ Understand that they could be a part of it. 


The fact that very few ARRL Directors under- 


E stand what we do is based on the same reasons that the 
8 rank and file Ham in this area is in the dark also. 


I view this as a wake-up call or hopefully, a call to 


f action. If we want the ARRL and its Board to under- 
stand what coordination is all about and how its vital 
f to Amateur Radio then the process must begin right 
: here in our own back-yard. The WWARA has been 
§ serving the Amateur Community for about 25 years 
— now and its time that we move from the shadows into 
§ the spotlight. The very fact that the WWARA is out 
§ of view only contributes to those that wish that we 
B would go away, that feel that we have no right to ad- 
B vise them of ANYTHING. How is Joe Ham going to 
§ know whom is the rightful coordinator if the 
— WWARA continues to hide from view? Where is the 
—§ WWARA’s popular support? Gentlemen...outside 
§ of those that own or manage repeaters, or some clubs 
g that we work with... WE HAVE NONE !! Some Co- 
B ordinator wannabe could mount a nice publicity cam- 
 paign, woo over the support of the rank and file and 
§ the WWARA would be on the outside looking in 
§ wondering what went wrong. We have been sewing 
B the seeds of our own problems by ignoring the need to 
f be visible and accessible. How is anyone to know that 
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Clay | 
Freinwald - § 
K7CR : 


this is not just a good-ole-boys-club that simply § 
re-cycles officers every year. Gentlemen we areripe § 
for challenge. This has not been an actof commission § 
but an act of omission. : 

The good news is this can be corrected, but it’s go- § 
ing to take work! Here are some suggestions for over- § 
coming this situation. é 

The WWARA needs to “go public” to get its mis- § 
sion on the front page. : 

We need to become visible as opposed to being in- § 
visible. : 

We should have a booth, presence etc at EVERY § 
Amateur Radio Gathering in the area. : 

We should be presenting workshops etc at every § 
major Hamfest. (Remember when we used to have § 
our annual meetings at the RCT Hamfair?) : 

We should have brochures that tell the WWARA § 
story at every location that sells Amateur Radio § 
equipment. § 

We should consider having a permanent commit- § 
tee that does nothing but keep the WWARA before § 
the Amateur Community. We needa PR Department.. § 

There should never be a question in ANY Ama- § 
teurs mind as to who is the coordinator in this area. : 

Every Amateur should be convinced that the § 
WWARA is THEIR coordination organization and its § 
one that they can be proud of as being honest and fair § 
to all : 

The letters WWARA should be just as familiar as § 
ARRL to ANY Amateur : 

We should make it a point to be visiting every § 
club, at least once a year, be puttingonprogramsthat § 
Explain what the WWARA is and how we func- § 
tion. E 
And we need to establish and MAINTAIN a § 
working relationship with the ARRL’s local officials; § 
I don’t just mean putting them on the mailing ; 
list...but actually have them in the loop. Greg Milnes § 
when he sets at that meeting table must fully under- § 
stand and appreciate thatthe WWARA isnot only this § 
areas coordinator...but know that we are the best. E 

The WWARA should strive to be the OUT- § 
STANDING example of how coordination should § 
work in this division. When he compares, there § 
should be NO comparison. E 

Gentlemen the time has come to answer this wake § 
up call. We have work to do here. Contact your § 
WWARA Board and let them know how you feel. § 
The future of this organization is may well be deter- § 
mined by the actions we take now, it certainly can be § 
determined by others if we chose in-action. 


CLAY'S CORNER 


NFCC PRM FAILS TO GAIN ARRL 
BOARD APPROVAL 


Dick Isley W9GIG 


- The National Frequency Coordinators’ Council’s 
(NFCC) Proposal for Rule Making (PRM) has been a 
work in progress since late fall of 1995. The then SPOC 
Drafting Committee - created at the National Frequency 
Coordinators’ Meeting in October of that year - soon re- 
alized that changes would have to be made to Part 97 of 
the FCC Regulations in order to achieve the desires of 
the coordination entities at that meeting. But the estab- 


NPM Working Group saaaNS ao 


Washington, DC 
December 12, 4389. 
Left ia Right Back: 
Gary Hendrickson, 


Hugh Turnbull, Whit 3 
Brown, Don Wiliams, } 
Owen Wormser, Sil = 


Keisey, Chris imiay, 
Clay Freinwald 
Front: Dick Isely, 
Neis Harvey and 
Steve Mendeischn 


Ess ; 


lishment of the NFCC was the first priority of this com- 
mittee. So after a first rough PRM drain, it was set aside 
to complete work on, and obtain ratification of, the re-_» 
quired organizational documents. 

After several stops and starts over the past 18 months 
or so, work on this proposal was finally completed in 


Washington, DC on December 12, 1998. The NFCC 
membership overwhelmingly approved this draft 
shortly after the first of this year - only one member 
voted NO. It was then submitted to the ARRL Board 
of Directors for it’s approval in order that the League 
would be a co-petitioner before the FCC. Much to the 
surprise of the NFCC board, the ARRL board failed 
to approve the PRM on the grounds it had not seen 
enough justification for the proposal. In 
other words, the NFCC failed to make it’s 
arguments before the ARRL leadership. 
In defense of the NFCC, its board be- 
_ lieved that since two ARRL officers par- 
ticipated in the final drafting work in 
Washington, approval by the ARRL was 
_ pretty well assured. And there was barely 
enough time to get the proposal before the 
ARRL board in time for its 
mid-January meeting in Houston, TX. 
Now that the surprise and hurt feelings 
have been somewhat dissipated, the 
NFCC now deciding whether or not to go 
it alone, or to regroup and mount a con- 
certed lobbying campaign, with lots of 
“horror story” documentation, to get the 
ARRL Board of Directors to reconsider 
its January decision. As this newsletter 
goes to press, this strategic decision has not yet been 
made. 


rGC SUSPENDS JERSEY HAM’S HF PRIVILEGES 


The FCC has suspended for six months the HF priv- 
ileges of a New Jersey ham. The FCC notified Walter 
P. Miller Jr., W2YEE, of Edison, New Jersey, that his 
privileges to operate below 30 MHZ were being sus- 
pended for 180 days. 

The license-modification letter February 16 from 
the FCC’s Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, came in the 
wake of an earlier warning letter to W2 YEE. 
Hollingsworth alleged that W2YEE’s 75-meter opera- 
tion on the evening of February 4 was contrary to the 
Amateur Service Rules. Hollingsworth said Miller vio- 
lated Section 97.1, basis and purpose of Amateur Ra- 
dio; Section 97.101(a), good engineering and good 
amateur practice; and Section 97.119, identification re- 
quirements. The alleged operation took place on 3901 
and 3950 kHz, the FCC said. “Specifically, you were 
apparently broadcasting and talking to no particular 
station for several hours, during which time you pre- 
vented the use of the frequencies by others and mali- 
ciously interfered with other stations attempting to use 
the frequencies,” Hollingsworth wrote. He said the 
Commission also had information indicating similar 
behavior occurred the next evening on 75. 


“Such operation endangers the basis and purpose of 
Amateur Radio as a service, degrades it for other li- 
censed operators and cannot be tolerated,” 
Hollingsworth wrote. Section 97.1 Basis and purpose, 
of the rules discusses the public service value of Ama- 
teur Radio, as well as its contribution to advancing the 
state of the art, expanding the reservoir of trained oper- 
ators, technicians and technical experts; and enhancing 
international goodwill. Hollingsworth is on record 
linking certain types of on-air behavior with a negative 
perception of Amateur Radio in other countries. 

A warning letter had gone out to Miller January 8 
regarding similar operation. The FCC informed Miller 
at that time that he faced license revocation and fines. 

Hollingsworth told Miller that the FCC was modify- 
ing his Amateur Radio license to prohibit HF operation 
for 180 days from February 16, the date of the modifi- 
cation notice. Miller has 30 days to formally protest the 
modification. If he does not protest it, the modification 
order expires August 16. 
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VVeo Site Gets Face Lift 


The WWARA’s web site has moved to a new address: 
http://www.wwara.org. Yes, wwara.org. The Associa- 
tion has grown up a little more. We now have our own 
domain name and a virtual server in Los Angeles to host 
our web site. The domain name was issued in February 
and the new web site went active a few days later. 

The WWARA has been offered many free web host- 
ing sites for our 
web pages but 
none of them 
would allow the 
use of custom cgi 
(common gateway 
interface) scripts. 
Our current host 
provides for both 
cgi and server side 
scripts which are 
used extensively in 
some of the 
WWARA pages. 
Many of the old 
pages have been 
upgraded making 
use of the new cgi 
scripts to provide 
automatic feed- 
back from and to 
users. 

For those of 
you have not visited the WWARA web site, it has had 
over 6,000 visitors in the last year or so. It has current 
WWARA news, Coordination Policies, Bylaws, New 


Coordinations and Expired Coordinations to mention a 
few. For those of you who have items to sell the 
WWARA sponsors a Swap and Shop page. 

The WWARA web site can be accessed by either 
http://www.radiolink.net/wwara or directly at 
http://www.wwara.org. The official WWARA email ad- 
dress is still wwara@radiolink net. 


Mark McKibbin WR7V, continues as the WWARA 
webmaster. If you have any difficulty with the new web 
site please contact him at mckibbin@pohoxes.com. 


POC SAYS DELAWARE HAM MUST RETEST OR LOSE 
TICKET 


The FCC has notified a Delaware ham that she must 
take her Amateur Radio examinations again or lose her li- 
cense. The FCC’s Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, says 
“questions were raised” about how Sheila Bowden, 
N3QQS, of Millsboro, upgraded to Extra, and said the 
FCC is requesting that Bowden start from scratch and re- 
take “all the elements.” Bowden was notified February 16 
in a letter from Hollingsworth. 

The FCC has the authority under Part 97 to 
re-administer exam elements previously administered by 
VEs. The FCC may administer the exam itself or desig- 
nate a VEC or VE to administer the retesting ses- 
sion—typically employing a VEC that’s different from 
the initial testing session. 

The FCC told Bowden that she must retake the Ama- 
teur Extra Class examination series at an ARRL/VEC ses- 
sion before March 19 or lose her license. “You will be 
granted an Amateur Radio license consistent with any el- 


ements that you pass upon re-examination,” 
Hollingsworth’s letter said. 

Hollingsworth said the FCC plans to call in “25 to 50 
more” amateur licensees for retesting in the near future. 
Those individuals have not yet been notified, however. In 
all of those cases, Hollingsworth said, the FCC has reason 
to suspect the integrity of the examination process. 

“The ham community needs to have a sense of confi- 
dence in the examination system,” Hollingsworth said, 
adding that enforcement must not focus solely on operat- 
ing violations. “This is a critical link in the chain.” 

Last month, the FCC dismissed the Extra class license 
formerly held by Bowden’s husband, Wayne, after the 
Commission discovered “irregularities in the administra- 
tion of the examination by the Volunteer Examiners.” 
Wayne Bowden, formerly AA3RT, took the complete 
Amateur Radio examination series at an October 4 
WS5YI-VEC session. He had not held an amateur license 
before then. 
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WIWARA’s 
New Web 
Site: wwwww 
ara.org 
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riappy New Year 


Not for some, a happy new year that is. By now many of you have heard of the latest 
bug to be spread via the Internet HAPPY99.EXE. Happy99.exe is a newer type of bug 
called a worm. It is spread via email spamming and usually shows up as an attachment 
to an email message. 
If or when you execute this worm a window is opened titled “Happy New Year 
1999!!” showing a fireworks burst. This is just a rouge to disguise its real purpose. The 
program copies itself as SKA.exe and extracts a dll that it carries as ska.dll. This dll is 
placed in your windows/system directory. It modifies wsock32.dll and copies the origi- 


Happy New Year (Happy$3.exe) Fireworks 
Display 


nal wsock32.dll into 
wsock32.ska. 

The Wsock32.dll 
handles all the 
Internet connectivity 
in windows95 and 
windows98. When 
activity is detected by 
happy99, the modified 
code loads the ska.dll 
and creates a new 
email or file with the 
happy99.exe encoded 
and sends the new 
email or posts the arti- 
cle to the Usenet news 
group. 

If wsock32 is in 
use when the program 
is executed, it adds an 
entry into your regis- 
try to cause its execu- 
tion next time you 
boot your computer 
into windows. 

This worm can be 
manually removed 
from your computer: 

1. Delete Win- 
dows/system/ska.exe 

2. Delete Win- 
dows/system/ska.dll 

3. Replace Win- 
dows/sys- 
tem/wsock32.dll with 
windows/sys- 
tem/wsock32.ska 

4. Delete the 
downloaded file 
(happy 99.exe). 

Once again it 
points out the need to 
practice safe comput- 
ing. Be sure you 
know the source of 
your email. You 
should not trust email 
that comes from un- 
known sources or 
from the Internet 
news groups. 
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Radio Depot Moves to 
Seattle 


Dave Roddy has announced that he will 
closing down the Bremerton Radio Depot 
operation on Feb. 26 at 17:00 and opening 
up in Seattle on Mar. 1 at 10:00. The new 
location is 5963 Corson Ave. S. Suite 176. 
That is the same building as ARS occupied 
but in a different suite. 


CW now officially dead in 


Maritime Radio 

Morse code officially went the way of 
its old spark gap transmitters on Monday, 
February 1st for most ships in distress at 
sea. Newsline’s Robert Sudock, WB6FDF, 
reports on CW leaving the high seas: 

It was just about 100 years ago that a ra- 
dio message first initiated a rescue at sea. 
According to the International Maritime 
Organization, the first emergency call by 
wireless came from a lightship when its 
crew saw the steamship Elbe min aground 
off the coast of Dover, England. 

It was a bit later that the “SOS” emer- 
gency call came into common usage. The 
International Maritime Organization says 
that the SOS signal was adopted at a con- 
ference convened three months after the Ti- 
tanic sank in 1912. The particular three 
letters, SO S, were chosen for one reason 
and one reason only: the letters were easily 
recognized. Three dots, three dashes, and 
three dots. The IMO dispels as myth the 
common belief that SOS stood for save our 
souls. 

But CW is now a “mode of the past” on 
the high seas. A new satellite system dis- 
placed Morse. Use of the system is manda- 
tory for all international freighters 
weighing more than 300 gross tons, all pas- 
senger vessels and for self-propelled oil 
drilling units. Only coastal freighters, most 
fishing boats and pleasure craft are exempt. 

The new orbital-based maritime distress 
system works by beaming distress calls di- 
rectly to an Inmarsat satellite. The satellite 
then relays the alert to one of four res- 
cue-coordinating centers. These facilities 
are located in Australia, England, Germany 
and the Western United States. The rescue 
craft or other vessels closest to the stricken 
ship are notified within minutes, speeding 
life saving assistance on its way. 

The International Maritime Organiza- 
tion had set February lst as its target date 
to replace CW with the Global Maritime 
Distress and Safety System. To a great ex- 
tent that deadline has been met. Or, as one 
British news writer put it, “The IMO has fi- 
nally buried the Morse code at sea.” 


Antenna Placement Critical Factor 


You always knew the best place for your mobile antenna was 


Besides antenna gain and wave length ground plane availabil- 


on the roof but, did you know how it compares to other locations? _ ity is a critical factor, according to Larsen. Ground plane require- 


Larsen Antenna Technologies in their latest antenna catalog has 


ments vary given the type of antenna and the frequency of 


put together a comparative showing a reference antenna located in operation. Larsen states that a typical 5/8 wave antenna at 150 


the center of the cars roof and several other types of antennas, 


mounts and locations. 


_ Magnadic Mount 
Funk Os 2. 


Patsrtionent Truss 
Mount 2. 1d 


Trunk Lip Mount 
Tonio 28d 
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MHZ requires a ground plane of at least 42” in diameter. At 450 


MHZ 15” is required and at 800 MHZ 8” is considered okay. 
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There are five general locations for a mobile antenna: the roof, front fender, rear 
fender, trunk and rear window glass. In the diagram below the relative antenna perfor- 
mance is shown. The losses are a result of a non symmetrical ground plane. The test 


Contes Fender 24a) 


Photo Courtesy of 
Larsen Antenna 
Technologies 


frequency was 800 MHZ. 


The Coordinator 
Electronic distribution of The Coordina- tice will be sent to all subscribers of the list 


tor is now available to current coordination notifying them that the next issue of The 
holders. If you would like to geta jump on Coordinator is available for pick-up and 
the printed version mailed to each coordi- —_ where and how to pick it up. 


nation holder you can 
subscribe to the elec- 
tronic version. It’s in 
color too! 

Subscription is easy. 
Go to the WWARA 
web site at 
and navigate to the 
NEWS section. There 
you will find an article 
with a subscription but- 
ton which will take you 
to OneList. Once there 
follow the instructions 
to add your name and 
email address to the list. 
Every other month a no- 


Try it. If you like it 
please send a note to the 
WWARA secretary 
Mark McClain at 

ata@radiolin| 
notifying him that you 
have signed up for the 
electronic version and 
change you from the 
snail mail version to the 
electronic version. This 
will save the WWARA 
printing and postage ex- 
penses. 
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Copies of WWARA Rptr Dir ($6 ea) 
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Enclosed Please Find 
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June S28 
June4-6 SE 
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July 30-Aug? NV DX conv 
July 34 Cos Bay A 
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Ae 
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Radio 
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North 
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The WWARA acknowledges and 
thanks World Radio, ARRL, FCC, 
Newsline, HamRadio Online and 
WS5YI for allowing us to reprint some 
of their articles. 


— The next WWARA General Mem- 
F bership meeting will be held April 3, 
} 1999 at the Seattle Times Buildingin | 
! Bothell. The meeting starts at 10:00 am | 
| The Seattle Times : 
19200-120th Ave N.E. 

Bothell, Washington 

98011 

F 1405 to 195th (just north of Hwy 

} 522) exit and go east to 120th and go 
south to first or second driveway on 
E left side. Use front parking lot and 

F go to front lobby and training rooms 
f are just off the lobby. 


able. 


Meeting Minutes Special 
Board Meeting January 
44, 1899 


The following are the Minutes from a 
Special Board Meeting held by the West- 
er Washington Amateur Relay Associa- 


tion (WWARA), on Thursday, January 14, 


1999, at 7:00PM (Pacific). The Special 


| Board Meeting was conducted electroni- 

| cally, via a private Internet chat session. 

| All Board Directors were notified of the 

| meeting in advance, via email from Jon 

| Marcinko, Chairman, on January 12, 1999. 


In attendance were: 
Jon Marcinko, Chairman Herman Entz, 


Vice Chairman Mark McClain, Secre- 
| tary/Treasurer Mark McKibbin, Director 
Pete Kruml, Director Ed Bmette, Director 


Clay Freinwald, Director, was unavail- 


The meeting started at 7:08PM. 
First agenda item was the purchase of a 


copy of QuickBooks accounting software 
| licensed to the Association. An expendi- 
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| 
ture of $69.99 was unanimously approved 
by the board for this package. 

Mark McKibbin moved that the Associ- 
ation continue to have three signatories for 
the bank account. The idea is not to ever — 
have a situation where the signatures might 
be in an accident and we would be left 
without someone to take care of business. 
The motion was made to change the three 
current signatories, Mark and Nancy 
McKibbin and Ken Rau, to, Jon Marcinko, 
Mark McClain, and Ed Brunette. Seconded 
by Herman Entz and approved by all board 
members. 

Mark McKibbin moved that the 
WWARA file for the Internet domain name 
wwara.org. Seconded by Mark McClain. 
Approved unanimously by the board. 

Motion was made that Mark McKibbin — 
be directed to contract with a domain host 
server for about 9 dollars a month to host 
the Association’s web site. Seconded by Ed 
Brmuette and unanimously approved by the 
board. Mark and Nancy McKibbin volun- 
teered to continue maintaining the Associa- 
tion post office box and forwarding the 
mail to Secretary McClain for the foresee- - 
able future. It was agreed that this is the 
most cost-effective solution until it be- 
comes a burden on the McKibbins. Motion 
was made to keep the current box and have 
the mail forwarded once per week. Sec- 
onded by Mark McClain and approved by 
the board, with appreciation expressed to 
the McKibbins. 

The business portion of the meeting was 
concluded at 8:05PM, and a general discus- 
sion followed. 


February 4, 1999 Board 


Meeting Minutes 

The February 4, 1999 Board meeting was held 
at the Edmonds Park and Recreation Building. 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jon 
Marcinko, WR7JM at 7:03pm. 

Introductions were made and a sign-in sheet 
was passed around. In attendance were: Clay 
Freinwald- K7CR, Marty Hadfield- WB7AFV, 
Herman Entz- K7PAG, Steven Mayes- 
KA7PMC, AI Burleson- K7HW, Rob Lee- 
K7TGU, Ken Rau- K7YR, Mark McKibbin- 
WR7V, Nancy McKibbin- KB7BJE, Bud Dav- 
enport- KA7GCT, Pete Policani- K7PP, George 
Miller- WB7VLV, Randy Hatfield- KS7AP, 
Berry Hatfield- KC7PNO, Jon Marcinko- 
WR7JM, Mark McClain- N6OBY. 

The minutes from the Special Board Meeting 
held on January 14, 1999, were reviewed, and ap- 
proved. The financial report for 1998 year-end 
was read by the Treasurer, and approved. Re- 
cords were available for members to review. 


COMMITTEE REPORTS 


IACC -Herman reported that he has requested 
some documentation from Doug Rider and is 
waiting for a response. 

B.C. -No news. 

ORRC -Ken has talked with Ron Polluconi re- 
garding some issues on the Oregon side. Ken sa- 
lutes Ron’s tenacity in working through some of 
the issues and will continue the dialog. 

TECHNICAL -Steve Mayes has nothing new 
to report on an open interference issue involving a 
commercial transmitter in the Tacoma area emit- 
ting spurious signals. Also reported is a 
co-channel issue with the 442.950 repeaters in 
Vancouver and Federal Way. Mark McKibbin 
added that he demonstrated the splatter problem 
to Jim Zanella. 

6/10 Meters -No action items. 

2 Meters -The Board approved the move of 
145.23 WR7JM repeater to E. Tiger Mtn 

220 -No action items. 

440 -A request to extend the test period for 
442.375 was granted to Rob Lee, K7TGU, due to 
the severe weather conditions on Baldi. Jon 
Marcinko, WR7JM, reported that he spoke with 
Mark Sheppard about a 440 frequency to link a 
6-meter xmtr and revr. Bob Lewis, KC7TGA, of- 
fered to re-coordinate the 440.950 on Bainbridge 
Is. to a new pair, as the input now falls in a simplex 
portion of the current band plan. The Board 
agreed to waive the re-coordination fee associated 
with the change. 

900/1.2 -No action items. 


OLD BUSINESS 


Ken Rau, K7YR provided a recap of recent 
communications with Ron Polluconi regarding 
the 147.20 situation. Pete Policani- K7PP, pro- 
vided a brief overview of events surrounding the 
147.20 issues. The Board acknowledged that Pete 
Policani, K7PP still has an active application for 
145.15 onK.O Point. The Board agreed to submit 
a request to the ORRC, asking them to insure that 
Fred Allman operates within the parameters of his 
coordinations. Additionally, the WWARA will 
request that the ORRC operate by their stated 
By-Laws. A committee was formed to review and 
address the open issues related 147.20. 

The Board agreed that a letter should be sent to 
Doug Rider, KC7JC, asking that 145.15 be 
decoordinated, as it is not on the air. Pete 
Policani, K7PP, indicated that he is moving for- 
ward with 145.15 on K.O. Point. 

The investigation of the 147.26 matter is being 
held up pending the receipt of a copy of the 
KB7RII coordination. Herman Entz, K7PAG, 
will make a 3rd request to the IACC. Jon 
Marcinko, WR7JM, will also follow-up. 


NEW BUSINESS 


The Board appointed the following Band 
Chairs for the 1999 term: 

Technical-Steve Mayes 

6 & 10 MetersEd Bruette, N7NVP 

2 MetersAl Burleson, K7HW 

Herman Entz, K7PAG 

220Pete Kruml, N7KFJ 

440Ken Rau, K7YR 

900 & 1.2Gene Colson, W7UVH 

Jon Marcinko, WR7JM, asked the Board to 
review the requirement for the Vice-Chairman 
serve as the Membership Chair. If the require- 


ment was eliminated, the Board could appoint 
someone other than the Vice-Chairman. 

Mark McKibbin, WR7V, reported that we 
have not received any call back from the ORRC 
regarding the delivery of their coordination infor- 
mation for inclusion in the annual WWARA Re- 
peater Directory. 

Mark McKibbin, WR7V, reported that the 
email list reflector now includes the Band Chairs, 
in addition to the Board members. 

Clay provided a review of the PRM developed 
by the NFCC, which was submitted tot he ARRL 
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for review at their January 15/16th meeting. The 
ARRL choose not to approve the PRM. The 
NFCC is discussing the possibility of repackaging 
the proposal and resubmitting it to the ARRL 
Board. (The PRM would provide a structure and 
set of standards for mandatory repeater coordina- 
tion.) 


The meeting was adjourned at 9:44pm. 
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THE WESTERN WASHINGTON AMATEUR RELAY ASSOCIATION 
SERVING REPEATER OWNERS SND USERS SINCE 1976 


oe _ os BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 1993 
a as POSITION NAME CALL PHONE 

aes, « Chaunart Jon Marcinko WR7JM 253 566-3049 

come Vice Chairman Herman Entz K7PAG 253 857-5946 

somecke  Secretary/Treas. Mark McClain N60OBY 425 881-9389 

ee Representative #1 Ed Bmette N7NVP 360 698-0917 
Representative #2 | Mark McKibbin WR7V 360 437-0718 
Representative #3 Pete Kruml N7KFG 425 513-5877 
Representative #4 Clay Freinwald K7CR 253 939-1414 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 

Technical Steve Mayes / Marty Hatfield KA7PMC/WB7AFV 425 558-9525 
Membership Herman Entz K7PAG 253 857-5946 
Coordinator Editor Mark McKibbin WR7V 360 437-0718 
10 & 6 Meters Ed Bmette N7NVP 360 698-0917 
2 Meters Al Burelson / Herman Entz K7HW/K7PAG 253 857-5946 
220 MHZ Peter Kruml N7KFJ 425 513-5877 
440 MHZ Ken Rau K7YR 425 222-7711 
900/1200 


Please feel free to contact your WWARA officials at any time for additional information about the Association. The COORDINATOR is published 6 times a year ; 
and mailed to all parties having a WWARA coordinated system as well as those whom are paid USER members. Dues are $12 per calendar year. The Coordinator is 
published BIMONTHLY. Address all formal correspondence and requests for coordination to: Visit the WWARA’s web site at hittp://www.wwara.org 
Western Waskingten Amatear Relay Agseciation 
P<) Bax 65492 
Port Ludlow, WA 88365-0482 


